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but                         to obey not so           out of
compliance to a special letter           Naples^ as
the           Impossibility of              Nelson
away.    In five days the          was
v/ith frc^h meat, fruit, vegetables         wine, and
JT/J   1C':ii   of fre^h   water   per   ship.    In
days   Xt'hjii  c:r;,e the credit for this  to Lady
Hamilton,
Xelcon knew no;v that the French must be to the
i*vt of him, and leaving Syracuse on 25th July, lie
silled to the Gulf of Coron, where he           that
Crete
frar            previously.   He at                      for
Alexandria and on ist August         the French
Carports lying in the harbour,        at 2.30 p.m.
the Qa&u: signalled the presence of a
lying a little further east la Abonkir Bay.
Nelson decided to attack at once \vithout any
preliminary reconnaissance, hoping thereby to
obtain the advantage of surprise. Many com-
would have hesitated to           an
apparently            in        of battle                In a
anchorage, but Nelson
the           for weeks
eventuality.    He had thoroughly             all hi
a rather unusual                   In
days,            admirals
of war for the              of           them-
an            for not fighting.   Kelson's par-
was                ;   he called Ms  **           of
"              In          to          use of
advice       also to settle         In                 Berry,
3%EI3er, Hood, Troubridge, Saumarez, Folejr,
all                             ability,
by Sf * Vincent at the "              "